Headquarters of Commander-in-Chief at Kovno
good and useful material in the ranks, but the officers, who were then still under the control of the Austro-Hungarian Command, were of poor quality, and not trained to that strict sense of duty which distinguishes our German officers.
On July 27th, we were again summoned to Pless. The news of the fall of Brody, which reached us that day, induced the Austro-Hungarian General Staff to modify their attitude to a certain extent. They agreed to let Field-Marshal von Hinden-burg take over command of the whole front as far as south of Brody. The armies of General Count Bothmer and General von Pflanzer-Baltin formed already one Army Group under the Archduke Charles, with General von Seeckt as Chief of Staff, We were still under the German G.H.Q. The Archduke Charles's Group was under the Austro-Hungarian G.H.Q. as before. The Austrians could not yet make up their minds to go the whole way, but still the new arrangement offered such considerable advantages that I regarded it as a great step in the right direction.
We then returned to Kovno, where I said farewell to the place in which I had spent a happy period of quiet work, and latterly lived through such critical hours. I left many loyal colleagues behind me in the administrative services. The military staff remained unchanged.
I had first proposed to visit the Army Headquarters of the former Austrian Front, in order to form my own opinion of the situation. The position of our new headquarters had not yet been settled. There was no question of remaining in Kovno— it lay too far north. For the present we decided to live in our special train. General von Eichhorn, while retaining his command of the loth Army, took over the command of Scholtz's Army Group and the 8th Army. The lath Army was assigned to the command of Field-Marsha! Prince Leopold of Bavaria.
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